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THE READING TABLE 
A SYMPOSIUM 
The Classics. A Symposium of Essays. Edited 
by Felix M. Kirsch. Milwaukee: The Bruce 
Publishing Company. 1928. Pp. 279. $3.00. 
The Classics is a book of papers on sub- 
jects which deal with the "why" of classical 
education. These papers were lectures de- 
livered at the Tenth Annual Meeting of the 
Educational Conference. Rev. Felix M. 
Kirsch, O. M., Cap., Professor of Educa- 
tion at the Capuchin College, Catholic 
University of America, edited the book. 
The History of Classical Education in the 
Church, the first paper in the book, shows 
that the classics have served throughout the 
ages as the best instrument of general cul- 
ture. The next paper, "The Value of the 
Classics," approaches the classics from the 
standpoints of language, education, relig- 
ion, and culture. Subjects of College En- 
trance Requirements in the Classical Lan- 
guages, the Greek Problem, and the Tra- 
dition of the Classics in England, are also 
included. 
"prosperity despises uncommercial scholar- 
ship," and that we "demand an education 
in efficiency rather than in the humanities," 
claiming that "as our colleges and univer- 
sities have neglected the classics barbarism 
has gradually returned," and that "the tri- 
umph of efficiency in the last Great War 
was at the same time the triumph of bar- 
barism in Europe." 
THE HOLY LAND OF THE IDEAL 
Greek Culture and The Greek Testament. By 
Doremus Almy Hayes. New York: The 
Abingdon Press. 192S. Pp. 224. $1.50. 
Professor Hayes adds a new radiance to 
"the glory that was Greece" in this volume 
of understanding and appreciation. "Won- 
derful" is the high word with which he de- 
scribes the ancient Greeks—their land, lan- 
guage, and literature; and the most wonder- 
ful volume is the New Testament, the 
greatest Greek book. He reminds us that 
ancient Greece had a right to the name, "the 
Holy Land of the Ideal," and that while 
we moderns are tamely content with second 
best things, "in Greece, in science and phil- 
osophy, in literature and in art there has 
been the most complete realization of the 
ideal all-around human life of a nation the 
world has yet seen." He makes a strong 
plea for the retention of the classics in the 
curriculum of the college, and declares that 
NEW HIGH SCHOOL TEXTBOOK 
Latin I. By Henry Carr Pearson, Lillie Maria 
Lawrence, and Nina Frances Raynor. New 
York: American Book Company. 1929. Pp. 
544. $1.40. 
An entirely new text, the first of a two 
book series for the first and second years 
of high school Latin. It is organized to 
meet modern needs and follows the recom- 
mendations in the report of the Classical 
Investigation of 1924. It contains a large 
amount of interesting reading material, the 
essential grammatical principles presented 
in connection with an immediate use, ample 
drill, etc. This book is unusually rich in 
material that shows the great contribution 
of Latin to English. Every chapter con- 
tains a section giving interesting comments 
on Latin words that have found their way 
into our language together with sentences 
that show the use of these related words in 
English expression. Several special chap- 
ters are devoted to the study of derivatives 
and of suffixes and prefixes. Directions to 
the pupil for keeping an individual notebook 
provide a practical method for organizing 
and preserving all this valuable information. 
J. A. S. 
Chantons Un Peu. By Ruth Muzzy Conniston. 
Garden City, New York; Doubleday, Doran 
and Company. 1929. Pp. 148. $2.00. 
A fine collection of fifty-six French songs, new 
and old—a song for almost every occasion in the 
schoolroom or in the French club. The accom- 
paniments are simple and beautiful. The inter- 
pretations of the songs, the explicit directions 
for dramatizing them, and the designs for cos- 
tumes will be found very helpful indeed. 
Professor Andre Morize of Harvard suggested 
to the author the need of such a book and him- 
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self wrote the little French lessons based on the 
songs—questions, conversations, grammar drills 
even. No pains have been spared to make the 
book complete. 
E. P. C. 
My Progress Book in French—Number One. 
By Ethel F. Littlefield. New York; Looseleaf 
Education, Inc. 1929. Pp. 63. 35 cents. 
This collection of seventy-six varied exercises 
is delightful, and most encouraging to the begin- 
ner. The perfect achievement of each task seems 
so possible that the lure of trying the next one 
never fails. Besides the completion tests that 
invite the pupil's activity with their alluring dot- 
ted spaces to be filled, there are many exercises 
on pictures, to keep him in unceasing contact 
with realia. 
The book contains no word of English, but is 
entirely clear. It is designed as an accompani- 
ment to a grammar, not as a substitute for it. 
We are glad to note that Progress Book 
Number Two is now issuing from the press. 
E. P. C. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Following an arrangement made between 
the Harrisonburg State Teachers College 
and Teachers College, Columbia University, 
two supervising teachers have been desig- 
nated by Dr. Thomas Alexander, professor 
of education in Teachers College, to serve 
as supervisors in the Harrisonburg Train- 
ing School under the direction of Miss 
Katherine M. Anthony. By this co-opera- 
tive plan students in Dr. Alexander's class 
will do their field work in Harrisonburg as 
well as at various other leading teachers 
colleges of the Atlantic seaboard. To Har- 
risonburg have come for supervision work 
during the present session Miss Lenora 
Johnson and Miss Mary J. Moss. 
The beginning of the spring quarter 
brought with it two lyceum numbers of par- 
ticular interest. Dr. H. N. Poteat of Wake 
Forest College lectured April 1 on "Hym- 
nology." On April 18, Richard Hallibur- 
ton, widely known author, appeared here, 
giving decidedly one of the most interesting 
lectures ever heard at H. T. C. His lecture 
dealt with various experiences had in his 
around-the-world travels. 
On April 4, Elizabeth Dixon, succeeding 
Mary Boone Murphy, was installed as pres- 
ident of Y. W. C. A. 
Impressive in the year's program of the 
school were the Senior and Sophomore 
tree-planting ceremonies, which took place 
April 11 and April 23, respectively. 
Following its annual custom, the Glee 
Club left on its spring trip April 10, going 
to Fredericksburg, where it was a partici- 
pant in the state choral contest, singing over 
the radio at Richmond, and appearing in 
concert at Westhampton, presenting a pro- 
gram at the University of Virginia, return- 
ing April 14. 
Junior day was observed on April 6. The 
yellow and white class colors were evident 
in the class costume, attractive decorations, 
and advertising schemes. As part of the 
festivity, a banquet was held in the Senior 
dining hall. As a fittingly successful, well- 
planned and decidedly attractive closing 
feature of the day, "Up in the Air," a 
two-act musical comedy, was presented as 
the class stunt. The entire production was 
thoroughly enjoyed by a large audience. 
The college was again represented at the 
Apple Blossom Festival at Winchester. 
About two hundred and fifty girls attended, 
marching in the parade in costume and with 
a float. The scheme of design for repre- 
sentation brought an award of one hundred 
dollars for second place in the most artis- 
tic class. 
Activities of the Debating Club have 
been numerous and vigorous. Debates have 
been held with Bridgewater College and S. 
T. C. at Farmville. A dual arrangement 
has been carried on, each college being rep- 
resented in both sides, one debate in one 
college, the other side in the other college. 
H. T. C. has won its negative side against 
both Bridgewater and Farmville, losing the 
affirmative. Oratorical contests, also, have 
been held with Farmville. Kathryn Mark- 
ham was victorious as one oratorical con- 
testant against Farmville, Elizabeth Kam- 
insky losing in a similar contest here. But 
Elizabeth Kaminsky won first prize in the 
